SLICING CLOUDS — MEDIA KIT
1. Author Bio
Richard D. Ross is a British‑Canadian author whose work blends historical fiction, romance, and mystery with the precision of someone who spent decades in international shipping and logistics based in Europe, the Middle East and North America. Born in Birmingham and now based in Burlington, Ontario, Ross writes stories grounded in authenticity, technical accuracy, and emotional depth. His novels — including Slicing Clouds, The Hybrid Enemy, and The Cobalt Conspiracy — consistently earn 4.2+ star ratings from readers for their vivid settings, layered characters, and cinematic pacing.
2. Book Summary
Richard D. Ross Unveils Slicing Clouds, a Powerful Historical Drama of Resilience, Loss, and Unseen Heroism
BURLINGTON, ON — British‑Canadian author Richard D. Ross announces the release of Slicing Clouds, a sweeping historical novel tracing the life of Edward Bolton, a Birmingham-born dreamer whose quiet strength and unrecognised sacrifices echo the untold stories of a generation shaped by war.
Born in 1920 and forced into work at a young age, Edward grows up navigating hardship with an unusual lightness, sustained by daydreams of flight. When war breaks out in 1939, he joins the RAF, believing it his chance to finally rise above the world that confined him. Instead, the brutality of conflict shatters the ease that once carried him, leaving him hardened, isolated, and burdened by unspoken grief.
Fast forward to 1995 in his final days and confined to a hospital bed, Edward meets Skye Ferguson, whose husband lies beside him. Drawn to Edward’s quiet sorrow and the weight of a life never fully acknowledged, Skye becomes determined to uncover his past. Her search reveals the milestones, losses, and quiet triumphs that shaped him — and inspires her to write the story he never believed worthy of telling.
“Edward’s life reflects the countless men and women whose courage went unnoticed,” says Ross. “This novel honours the dignity of ordinary people who carried extraordinary burdens.”
Slicing Clouds blends emotional depth with cinematic storytelling, offering readers a moving portrait of resilience, memory, and the fragile threads that connect strangers across time.
The novel is available in print and digital formats. Review copies, interviews, and media inquiries are welcome.

3. Key Themes
· Intergenerational memory — how families inherit silence, pride, and unresolved history.
· Wartime aviation — historically grounded depictions informed by real technical expertise.
· Love under pressure — relationships shaped by duty, secrecy, and sacrifice.
· Legacy and truth‑telling — what families choose to reveal or hide.
4. Advance Reader Quotes
· “An excellent story that provides a great example of how human beings often suffer in silence. When we are suffering emotionally it’s hard to find anything good in our lives and sometimes the pain turns to anger. That is what happens to Mr. Bolton.”
· “Richard D Ross’s eloquent prose and nuanced analysis make this book a profound read, offering readers a deep understanding of the human psyche. Each chapter is rich with thought-provoking reflections and real-life examples, making the book both relatable and intellectually stimulating.”
· “Overall, this book is a beautifully written and emotionally engaging novel that will resonate with readers long after they turn the last page. Richard D. Ross has crafted a story that is both heart-wrenching and hopeful, earning it a well-deserved place on the bookshelf.”
· “Very touching story about empathy and how you never know what someone has been through. Situations happen in life and you never know how you will react to them.”
· “I loved Slicing Clouds. It was full of emotion and human feelings. Definitely a fit for book club discussions.”
· “A family saga with real emotional weight.”

5. Media Q&A
What inspired Slicing Clouds? The origins of this story date back five years, when it was initially released as a short story titled ‘Resentment and Remembrance’. Subsequently, I chose to expand upon Edward Bolton’s life by developing it into a complete historical drama novel. The story draws inspiration from my grandfather's time in World War I and his work as a blacksmith in Digbeth, Birmingham. The RAF chapters are based on experiences of my friends’ relatives during World War II, while the later sections reflect memories from when my father was hospitalized. In addition to historical drama and romance, I've woven elements of mystery throughout the novel.
How accurate is the aviation detail? Very. My professional background and research allowed me to bring technical realism to aircraft operations, and it was verified by the staff and volunteers of the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum.
What makes this book different from other wartime dramas? It focuses very much on emotions and feelings with thought-provoking reflections — how families live with what was never spoken.
Is this part of a larger thematic arc in your work? Yes. My novels often explore hidden histories, moral tension, and the human cost of life.
6. Press‑Release Overview
Slicing Clouds delivers a tightly constructed British historical drama that moves between 1920 and 1947 then fast forwards to 1995. Richard D. Ross brings technical authenticity and emotional clarity to a narrative that examines how families inherit both hardship, truth and silence. With its cinematic pacing and grounded historical detail, Slicing Clouds appeals to readers of Kate Quinn, Kristin Hannah, and Anthony Doerr.
